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1. claims: 1-8,10 

claim 5: order of pre-pulses with different polarity 
NB: 

Claims 1 - 4, 6 - 8, 10 are not new or inventive: 
Document Dl (WO 03/054980), which is at present considered 
to represent the closest state of the art with regard to 
claim ly discloses a dual -function electroluminescent device 
and a method for driving the same (see Dl, title). More 
specifically, Dl discloses an electric device comprising: 

- one organic diode (see "photodiode" 5 in Dl, Fig. 1 & page 
5, line 20 - 27); 

- driving means for driving the organic diode in a light 
sensing state (see "power source" 6 in Dl, Fig. la & page 6, 
lines 24 - 28) . 

The subject-matter of present claim 1 differs from the 
device according to Dl in that claim 1 further specifies:: 
pre-pulse means for applying one or more electric pulses to 
the organic diode prior to driving the organic diode in the 
light sensing state. 

However, D2 (DE 35 02 325) teaches the application of an 
electric pulse to supply a depletion current which quickly 
blanks the light-emitting diode after light excitation (see 
"Ausraumstrom" in D2, col. 1, lines 39 - 44). 
Thus, a person skilled in the art aiming at integrating the 
sensing state into a display acc. to Dl (see Dl» page 9,. 
lines 8 15), who looks for an improvement of its 
brightness, i.e. to the minimization of the time needed to. 
interrupt the display for sensing, would investigate the . 
application of an electric pulse to supply a depletion 
current according to D2 in the device according to Dl and 
would thereby directly arrive at the subject-matter of claim 
1. 

Hence, subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an 
inventive step. 

Similarly, the subject-matter of claim 8, claiming a method 
corresponding to claim 1, is rendered obvious. 
Also the subject-matter of the dependent claims 2 - 4, 6 - 7 
and 10 would be anticipated by Dl combined with D2 and D3 
(MS-A-4- 945^;22.6) . . . , 



2. claim: 9 

voltage of a positive pre-pulse 
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